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W 
elcome to the celebration of advent 2020, pandemic version. Maybe your Christmas 

is smaller, quieter, cozier, or lonelier this year. Or maybe this Christmas you’ve 

discovered new things about yourself or your family that makes this celebration 

season more meaningful than any year before. Maybe you’re in survival mode, simply praying for 

peace and a less crazy 2021. Whatever your Christmas looks like this year, one thing remains the 

same: Jesus is still King. And that’s worth celebrating. 

This family advent reading booklet will lead you through 24 short insights into Christmas, starting 

on December first. These readings are simple enough for younger children, new Christians, and 

anyone curious about the true roots of Christmas but not sure where to start. Together we’ll 

discover Jesus and the meaning of Christmas from Genesis to John, remembering that this tree led 

to that tree; that is, the Christmas tree decorated in honor of Jesus’s birth must inevitably lead to 

the crucifixion tree and onward to the eternal hope His cross offers to you and to anyone who 

calls on the name of Jesus. 

But before you get started, I encourage you to fill out your “This Christmas” page. Here you can 

record a snapshot of Christmas 2020: who was there (or who was absent), favorite activities, 

dreams for the new year, beloved Christmas songs, and treasured treats and traditions. Perhaps 

your Christmas record will become a new tradition and Pandemic Christmas will transform into an 

old story well told. 

Merry Christmas and joy to the world anyway. 

 

Blessings, 

Janet Khokhar 

SeekingGodwithJoy.com 

 





Christmas Began in the Garden 
3:15 NKJV 

And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel. 

 

F 
rom the very first sin that separated mankind from God, God made a plan. Christmas 

was on its way from the moment Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the garden of Eden. 

The Lord could have walked away from people, or started over again, but He chose to 

save us instead. He would save us by sending His Son, Jesus, to be born as a baby. Baby Jesus 

would grow up into a man and die. But death was not the end for Jesus and, because of that, 

death is not the end for us, either. 



From One Life Comes Abundant Life 

16:10 NKJV 

For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption. 

 

A 
 prophecy is when God tells a person what He’s going to do in the future. In the Bible, 

God gave many prophecies about the Savior so we would recognize Him when He 

came. Jesus had to exactly match several hundred prophecies about the Messiah. No 

one could do this either on purpose or by accident. Only Jesus matched every prophecy about 

the Messiah. In this verse, the prophecy says that the Messiah, who is also called the Holy One, 

will not stay dead. Jesus died, but He rose again. And if God can raise Jesus from the dead, then 

God can raise us from the dead, too. 



What Kind of Savior is this? 
118:22-23 NKJV 

The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the 
LORD's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

 

A 
 cornerstone is the first large stone set down when builders begin to erect a stone 

structure, like a temple or a palace. The chief cornerstone is laid first and the rest of 

the building rises stone by stone from this one perfect block. 

Psalm 118: 22-23 is a prophecy about Jesus, written by King David, who was Jesus’s great-great-

lots-of-greats grandfather. Jesus wouldn’t be accepted as the Messiah by everyone. When 

people read the prophecies about the Messiah, they were expecting a great king to conquer 

their oppressors. 

Their hope was understandable: When Jesus was born, the nation of Israel was ruled by a 

foreign kingdom called Rome. The Israelites wanted to be free and to rule their own country 

and they expected that the Messiah would be a powerful military leader. But Jesus wasn’t what 

they expected, so many people didn’t believe in Him. But God knew what people 

needed.  People needed a Savior for their souls more than they needed a savior for one small 

kingdom. 

Jesus is everything we need. 



Job Opening: Messiah. Who Qualifies to Apply? 

 7:14 NKJV 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

 

T 
his was a special sign of the coming Messiah: His mother would be a virgin. No other 

person in history was born in such a unique way. 

Only Jesus fulfilled this prophecy. 

And although Jesus was born by God’s power, He was also born from a human woman, which 

made Jesus human, too. Jesus was both God and man. Why was it important that God became 

a human, too? 

Two reasons: Jesus knew what it was like to be human: to suffer pain and rejection, to be 

hungry and tired and lonely. Since He knew what it was like to be human, He could sympathize 

with us and help us when we are weak. 

The second reason is this: only a human can die. Jesus came to pay for our sins with His life, and 

to give up that life He had to be human. To live on earth so He could die, to die so we could live, 

and to live again so we could live forever with Him. 



More Than a Conqueror… 

9:6 NKJV 

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon 
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

T 
he prophet Isaiah described what the Messiah would be like. First, Isaiah showed us 

that the Savior would be a child, a son. He would not be an angel or a spirit, but flesh 

and blood like us. 

The government would rest on His shoulders—this verse is probably the reason the Israelites 

were hoping for a conquering king. But Jesus wasn’t confined to the role of an earthly king who 

would rule for a time and then pass his kingdom on to his successor; no, Jesus was King of kings 

and Lord of lords, who rules heaven and earth. Psalms says that He owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills—all that exists was made by Him anyway and it all belongs to Him. 

He is wonderful, mighty, eternal—a prince whose primary quality is peace. 



From the Smallest Beginnings – The Greatest Blessing 

5:2 NKJV 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, [Though] you are little among the thousands of Judah, 
[Yet] out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth 
[are] from of old, From everlasting. 

 

T 
he Messiah was prophesied to come to a specific place at a specific time—God even 

named the little town where He would be born. That honor went to a town so small it 

wasn’t even listed among the cities belonging to Judah. 

Yet from an unimportant village would be born God’s greatest gift to humanity. 

Modern Bethlehem still exists today underneath new buildings that rose over the centuries 

after Jesus. 

In that dusty, arid land a tiny baby would open His human eyes for the first time. 

 



A Righteous Promise 

23:5 NKJV 

"Behold, [the] days are coming," says the LORD, "That I will raise to David a Branch of 
righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And execute judgment and righteous-
ness in the earth.” 

 

T 
he Messiah had to meet another condition: He would be a descendant of King David, 

whom God described as a man after His own heart. 

God promised David that if his descendants loved and obeyed God, then David would 

always have a man from his family line on the throne. But many of the kings who came after 

King David were corrupt, forgot God, and did evil in Israel. 

After that time, Israel was sometimes ruled by foreign powers, just as it was ruled by Rome 

when Jesus was born. But God did not forget His word. The Lord promised that a righteous 

King—the King of all kings—would be born from among David’s heirs. 

His name is Jesus. 



Suffering for Love 

53:1-4 NKJV 

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For He 
shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no 
form or comeliness; And when we see Him, [There is] no beauty that we should desire 
Him.  He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
And we hid, as it were, [our] faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem 
Him. Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him 
stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 

 

I 
t’s hard to see the sweet face of a baby in this man, isn’t it?  

But before we can celebrate the blessed baby, we need to know why He had to be born. 

Isaiah 53:1-4 is a prophecy about what the baby Messiah would do when He became a 

man. Jesus came to this earth to bear our sorrows, to carry our griefs. 

Even though we didn’t know Him or understand His purpose, He clothed Himself in flesh so He 

could bear our punishment in His body. People in Jesus’s day thought that God must be 

punishing Jesus because God let Him suffer and die. 

But the truth is that Jesus agreed to suffer for us for one reason: love. 



He Loves You All the Way to the Cross… 

53:5-7 NKJV 

But He [was] wounded for our transgressions, [He was] bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace [was] upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 

C 
an you imagine how one person’s suffering can be good for us? 

Yet God’s amazing plan was to let the Messiah hurt and die in our place. The Bible 

says that the soul who sins will die. If we die without accepting Christ, then we have 

to pay for our own sins. But Jesus, wonderful Jesus, never sinned, so His soul was perfect and 

could hold all of our sins. 

Yesterday we read about how much God loves us, which is why He sent Jesus to die for us. 

But we aren’t the only things God loves: He also has a burning love for justice. 

So how could God be a good God and punish wrongdoing, while still forgiving sinners who 

deserved to die? Jesus was the answer. Jesus would die in our place so sin could be punished 

and we could be forgiven at the same time. 

If you ever want to know how much God loves you, then read this passage in Isaiah until it sinks 

in: He loves you all the way to the cross. 



The Grave of a King? 

53:8-9 NKJV 

He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He 
was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was 
stricken. 9 And they made His grave with the wicked--But with the rich at His death, Because 
He had done no violence, Nor [was any] deceit in His mouth. 

 

T 
his prophecy reminds us again that the Messiah would be killed through oppression 

and evil judgment, yet He was innocent. Although the Messiah’s body was assigned to 

a common poor people’s grave, He would lay in a rich man’s tomb. 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy when He was murdered but hadn’t done anything wrong. When 

people were executed as criminals in Jesus’s time, their bodies were buried in a common grave, 

without honor and without a name. But Jesus never lay in that grave. 

Instead, a brave believer named Joseph of Arimathea asked for Jesus’s body and lay the Lord in 

Joseph’s new tomb. So Jesus lay in a place of honor, just as the prophecy told us. 

We can trust the truth of the Bible: Jesus was the only person in history who fulfilled Messianic 

prophecies. 

Jesus is King of king and Lord of lords. 



What Kind of Father Would do THAT? 

53:10-11 NKJV 

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put [Him] to grief. When You make His soul 
an offering for sin, He shall see [His] seed, He shall prolong [His] days, And the pleasure 
of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, [and] be 
satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear 
their iniquities. 

 

L 
ove and justice collided at the cross. 

This prophecy was written over 500 years before Jesus took His slow steps toward 

Golgotha, where He would be crucified. God loved us so much that He was willing to 

let His one and only Son die. 

And death wasn’t enough. The Savior had to suffer. When God looked at His righteous soul as 

Jesus died on the cross, God was satisfied. Sin was paid for. We who love Jesus can be justified, 

which means that we can be found innocent. 

Are we really innocent? Not a chance. But when God forgives our unrighteousness, He accepts 

Jesus’s payment for our sins. We are free. This prophecy says that the Messiah will see His 

offspring. 

Who is His offspring? Us! We are God’s children because of Jesus. 

Now we can call God our Father. 



And Where was Jesus Then? 

 1:1-5 NKJV 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  

 

D 
oes it seem like Jesus arrived on the scene only 2,000 years ago? Where was the Son 

of God before then? 

This verse tells us that Jesus was always there. 

Jesus was the name He had on earth and it’s the Name we call Him now, but He and God are 

one. God created everything through Jesus: the stars, our planet, nebula turning in the 

universe, every clear cold stream running through a mountain, lambs, zinnias, and you. 

If God made it, then Jesus was there. Jesus is eternal and brought life into darkness. 

We exist because He wants us to. 



Exactly the Right Parents for the Job… 

1:1&16 NKJV 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: ... 16 
And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called 
Christ. 

 

J 
oseph and Mary—the two most famous parents in history. 

The Bible tells us that both Mary and Joseph were directly descended from King David. 

Why is this important? Because God promised that the Righteous Branch—the 

Messiah—would be one of King David’s great-great-lots-of-greats-grandsons. 

Although Joseph was not Jesus’s physical father, Joseph was Jesus’s legal father. This distinction 

was important: The law of the Israelites recognized that Jesus was legally the descendant of 

King David. His parents and grandparents’ names were recorded in the temple for everyone to 

read to prove that Jesus really was from David’s family. 

Mary was also the great-something-granddaughter of the king. She was Jesus’s physical mom, 

so Jesus was also of the blood line of King David. 

In both a legal and a physical way, God kept His promise that King David would be the 

forefather of the Messiah. 



Wait! There are TWO Miracle Babies? 

1:13-17 NKJV 

But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and 
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  "And you 
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.  "For he will be great 
in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.  "And he will turn many 
of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.  "He will also go before Him in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,' and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."  

 

Z 
acharias? I thought we were learning about Jesus. 

As it turns out, Mary wasn’t the only woman pregnant with a miracle. Her cousin 

Elizabeth was an elderly lady who was carrying another promised child. This little guy’s 

birth was also the result of a prophecy. 

God said the Messiah would have a great prophet to come before Him and prepare the people 

of Israel for the Messiah. John was the promised prophet. Jesus would later say that John was 

the most important man in history except for Jesus Himself. 

John’s job was to lead the people’s hearts to repentance so they could be ready for Jesus’s 

message of faith in Christ. 

Is your heart ready? 



An Invitation That Made the Impossible Into Reality… 

1:26-33 NKJV 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name [was] Mary.  
And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored [one], the Lord [is] with you; 
blessed [are] you among women!" But when she saw [him], she was troubled at his saying, and 
considered what manner of greeting this was.  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and 
shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end."   
 

I 
 don’t think anyone can prepare themselves to receive an announcement like this. 

What reactions would we have? Fear. Awe. Confusion. Joy? Imagine a young woman 
kneading bread in a bowl, or repairing the hem on a tunic, or stirring a pot of stew when 

the sun walks into the room. The brightness of a heavenly messenger with a most unexpected 
announcement: she would be the mother of the promised Messiah! 

As a devout Jew, Mary must have learned about the prophecies of the Messiah. How He would 
be a king, born in Bethlehem from a virgin. Mary was one ordinary girl among millions in Israel, 
yet God saw something special in her. 

Through the angel Gabriel, He invited this young woman to participate in His divine plan. Mary’s 
response gives us a clue about her faithful, courageous character: She didn’t doubt God. She 
said yes. 

Many great men of faith balked at God’s invitation to participate in His plans: Moses and Gideon 
were both leaders and saviors of the Hebrews, but they argued with God. How could I be the 
one you chose, Lord? I am weak, I am lowly. Why me? 

Mary could have taught these men a thing or two. When faced with God’s outstretched 
invitation, she accepted that God could make the impossible into reality. 

She said yes, and became the mother of the King of kings. 



A Man of Compassion… 

1:18-20 & 24-25 NKJV 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  Then Joseph her husband, being a 
just [man], and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away 
secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. “  

Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to 
him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called 
His name JESUS. 

 

J 
oseph is the unsung hero in Jesus’s story. 

Almost everything we know about Joseph comes from the birth story of Jesus and the few years 
afterward. After Jesus is around 12 years old, the gospels don’t mention Joseph anymore. 

Yet God gave him an amazing role of weighty responsibility in the Lord’s great plan of salvation. Joseph’s 
job was to love, protect, nourish, house, train and teach a child who wasn’t his natural son. 

We can see a glimpse of Joseph’s godly character in this passage above. See, Joseph had a fiancée named 
Mary and he found out she was pregnant. He knew the baby wasn’t his. In Israel, husbands had all the 
power and wives had none. A woman couldn’t divorce her husband for any reason, but a man could cast 
away his wife for a minor infraction like burning his dinner. A woman caught in adultery could be 
executed. 

Even though Joseph believed he had been betrayed by his future wife, he decided not to take vengeance 
on her. Instead, he would quietly separate from Mary so she wouldn’t be publicly ridiculed. 

This was a man of compassion—thoughtful, and slow to anger. 

But before Joseph ended his engagement to Mary, an angel intervened and revealed God’s miracle: 
Mary had not betrayed Joseph—she was carrying the promised Messiah. 

Joseph responded just as Mary did. He didn’t throw objections to his new role in history, or balk at the 
load he was asked to bear. 

Like Mary, Joseph said yes to God. 



Perfect Timing… 

2:1-7 NKJV 

And it came to pass in those days [that] a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they 
were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

J 
esus was supposed to be born in Bethlehem, but Joseph and Mary were from 

Nazareth. As often happens as prophecy unfolds, the most unlikely people become 

involved in God’s story. 

Caesar Augustus, Israel’s foreign ruler, ordered everyone in all of his dominion to be counted, 

probably for tax purposes. No matter where people lived, they had to return to their place of 

birth to be registered. 

So Joseph, who was born in Bethlehem, brought Mary back to the little town. God’s timing is 

perfect and Mary went into labor and gave birth. 

But isn’t a king supposed to be born in a palace? Or at least a house? If not there, then under 

the meager protection of a rented room? Jesus, King of kings, was born one step up from the 

street. A shelter for animals covered the Lord of all the earth. 

Jesus was born in a low place so that the lowest of humanity would know they could take refuge 

in Him. 

Here was a king for all people. 

 



Very Peculiar Guests and News too Wonderful not to Share… 

2:8-14; & 20 NKJV 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said 
to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this [will be] the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in 
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: "Glory to God in the 
highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"  

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

 

N 
ews too wonderful not to share: Jesus was born! The long-awaited Messiah was here. The very 
heart of God in human flesh. 

When our friend has a baby, she announces it to everyone she knows: she shares the wonderful 
news on Facebook, she calls her grandmother, she sends out postcards with the newborn’s squished and 
puffy face gracing the front. 

Jesus’s birth, too, was proclaimed with an announcement by an angel. An angelic announcement is just right 
for a king, but it’s interesting to see who received the first birth proclamation: shepherds in a field! Shepherds 
not related to Jesus, Joseph, or Mary. Total strangers. 

This is the fourth appearance by an angel leading up to Jesus’s birth. First, an angel appeared to Zacharias to 
tell him about the birth of the prophet John. Then Gabriel went to Mary and later to Joseph to tell them they 
were about to become the Messiah’s parents. Those angelic appearances make sense. But why would the 
fourth appearance light up the sky for a bunch of men looking after sheep? Shepherds had the lowliest job in 
Israel, yet the King’s birth was announced to them. 

This Jesus, this Savior, is Lord even of the lowliest. For what man lowly esteems, God honors. 

The prophecies about the Messiah said that He would shepherd His people Israel. When Jesus grew up and 
began His ministry, He would call Himself the Good Shepherd.  Jesus came to lead us to safety and abundant 
life in Christ, as a shepherd leads His sheep. 

Humble shepherds rejoiced that night, as we rejoice in Jesus’s birth during this Christmas season. 



Giving our Hearts to the King… 

 2:1-12 NKJV 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King 
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him." When 
Herod the king heard [this], he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he 
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it 
is written by the prophet: 'But you, Bethlehem, [in] the land of Judah, Are not the least 
among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people 
Israel.' " Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them 
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search 
carefully for the young Child, and when you have found [Him], bring back word to me, 
that I may come and worship Him also." When they heard the king, they departed; and 
behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child 
with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, 
being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed 
for their own country another way. 

 

. 

(continued on next page...) 



Giving our Hearts to the King… (continued) 
 

J 
esus’s birth was a time of celebration for most who knew about it, but not everyone 

was happy. 

King Herod, appointed ruler of Israel by their Roman conquerors, was so afraid of 

losing his royal position that he couldn’t rejoice that he had lived to see the Messiah born into 

the world. 

But others had come a long way to meet the Savior. The magi were educated in astronomy and 

apparently knew the prophecies about the Messiah. When they saw the signs, they pursued the 

Savior. 

Astronomy records show that an unusual star appeared in the time when Jesus was believed to 

be born. This was a special birth, an exceptional event. Human history was about to be turned 

on its head. The magi pursued the Savior, found the baby, and worshiped Him. They also 

presented Him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh—gifts for a king. 

How do we receive Jesus? As someone who threatens our own preeminence in our lives? Or as 

the king of our lives? This Christmas, let’s ask ourselves: have we given the king our hearts? 

Have we made him ruler over our lives? God made all things, and everything belongs to Him. 

Let us give back to Him a small portion of the grace He has poured on us. 



Who can Fight God’s Plan? 

 2:13-15 NKJV 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay 
there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him." 
When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for 
Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I called My Son."  

 

 

T 
he King of kings is running for His life! 

Herod soon learned that the magi who found Jesus had no intention of betraying the 

Lord. Full of wrath, Herod set out to find the baby. Herod believed all power was his. 

Herod was king, and the promised Messiah was an infant who couldn’t put one foot in front of 

the other. 

But who can fight God’s plan? 

When Herod scoured Bethlehem to kill Jesus, he only fulfilled prophecy: Jesus was driven off to 

hide in Egypt until Herod died. The Bible prophesied that the Messiah would be called out of 

Egypt. Why would a Jewish Savior come from pagan Egypt? God in His sovereignty planned 

ahead to protect the baby Messiah. 

God didn’t allow the foolish pride of people—even a king—to stop His plan to save the world. 

Not then, not now. 



Can Darkness Ever Smother Light? 

2:16-18 NKJV 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; 
and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in 
all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had 
determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying: "A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping [for] her children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they 
are no more." 

 

C 
hristmas is supposed to be joyful, right? 

As we’ve seen so far, the events surrounding Jesus’s birth were sometimes 

wonderful, but more often they were confusing, challenging, or frightening. 

The powers of evil fought back. God’s plan to save the world through Jesus wasn’t going to be 

easy. Suffering, courage, faith and endurance would be required of this story’s heroes. 

Even the innocent mothers and families of Bethlehem would suffer as Herod tried desperately 

to keep his throne by killing the King. 

Sometimes God’s plans don’t make sense to us. Sometimes the cost is overwhelming. 

Sometimes evil steps in and tries to block God’s righteous work in our lives. 

But no evil can overcome His goodness, just as no amount of darkness can smother the light. 



God Sees You… 

2:19-23 NKJV 

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who sought the young Child's life are dead." Then he arose, took the 
young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. 
And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, "He shall be called a Nazarene." 

 

G 
od’s timing is perfect. 

After living as refugees in Egypt, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were safe and allowed to 

return home. This passage suggests that Joseph may have tried to return to 

Bethlehem or somewhere nearby in Judea, but the ruler in the region may have been a threat 

to little Jesus. 

Joseph was a good father and moved his small family back to Nazareth. What might have 

seemed random to Joseph was another part of God’s plan: The Messiah would grown up in 

Nazareth. The Messiah had to fulfill this prophecy, like so many other prophecies, and only 

Jesus fulfilled them all. 

A young child has no choice where he lives—mom and dad decide where home will be. But God 

placed His Son exactly where He was supposed to be. We don’t always know if events in our 

lives are random or if God’s plans for us are coming together at just the right time. 

Even when we’re puzzled, we can trust that God sees us and knows exactly where we are. 



The Rejoicing of Christmas is in the Risen Christ… 

 27:50-53 and 29:5-6 NKJV 

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, the 
veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the 
rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they 
went into the holy city and appeared to many. 

But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 "He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay. 

But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 "He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay. 

 

T 
he Messiah prophecies. Angelic announcements. Faith-filled men and women. A 
wrinkled infant sleeping among livestock. Worship, wrath, and running. Protection and 
praise. All of these lead to one seminal event. If we want to know the meaning of 
Christmas, we must look forward. 

The purpose of Christmas was the cross. 

And the rejoicing of Christmas is in the risen Christ. 

At the moment Jesus gave up His precious life, the veil of the temple was torn in half. The veil 
was the symbolic separation of a holy God from sinful humanity. Jesus had probably been to the 
temple in Jerusalem many times and looked on this very veil, knowing that soon He would take 
it away forever. It wasn’t needed anymore. Jesus’s sacrificial death erased all that limits our 
personal access to God. Now, the Bible says, we can go boldly before His throne. 

Christmas has no meaning without Easter. Just as God’s prophecies said, the Messiah would be 
condemned and executed like a criminal, even though He had done no wrong. Just as God 
planned, the Messiah bore our sins on the cross. Just as God planned, Jesus rose from the dead 
and defeated death. Because He was born, we can be born again. Because He died, we can die 
to sin. Because He rose again, we can live forever with Him. 

Christ is Christmas. 



What Gift can I Give to God on Christmas? 

 3:16 NKJV 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

C 
hristmas came because God loved us. Love came at a great cost to God Himself 

because He didn’t cast the price of salvation on us, but He bore the penalty Himself. 

Love is the embodiment of Christmas. Love is what we can give back to God and share 

with each other. Christ’s abundant love, freely offered, should be freely shared. What can we 

say but this? Thank you for Christmas, Lord. Thank you for the cross. Thank you for the empty 

tomb.  

Thank you for the joy of Christmas. 


